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What an humbling experience that installation ceremony was!  Dr Frank Williams is such a grand orator, 
   and he loves his engineers.  Thank you Frank!  And thanks to our other participants, Jack Hollis, Ron  
     Peters and Larry Poulan for a job well done.   
       How impressive are these Board members?  This is a talented, dedicated group of professionals who 
         have committed to leading the ACOE!  They are interested in carrying the organization forward and  
           making it stronger and truly an industry leader.   
             In the coming month, we will be contacting some of you to work with us as committee leaders and  
                members.  I extend an invitation for you to accept and become a part of our team when you are 

(Continued on page 10) 
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foods, beverages, antibiotics and enzymes. For the purpose 
of this article we will only be looking at mold that is harm-
ful and furthermore mold that is easily found in the home.  

There are four kinds of health problems that come 
from exposure to mold; allergic reactions, irritation of tis-
sues, infections and toxic effects due to mycotoxins. When 
mold grows indoors in moist organic materials, building 
occupants may begin to notice odors and suffer a variety of 
health problems associated with mold exposure. People 
with weak immune systems (i.e., immune-compromised or 
immune-suppressed individuals) are more vulnerable to 
infections by molds (as well as more vulnerable than 
healthy persons to mold toxins). Aspergillus fumigatus, for 
example, has been known to cause aspergillosis in the 
lungs of immune-compromised individuals. These indi-
viduals inhale the mold spores which then start growing in 
their lungs. Trichoderma has also been known to infect 
immune-compromised children.  Healthy individuals are 
usually not vulnerable to opportunistic infections from air-
borne mold exposure. However, molds can cause common 
skin diseases, such as athlete's foot, as well as other infec-
tions such as yeast infections. 

Mold spores are hardened containers, which pos-
(Continued on page 5) 
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A few months ago we took a look at the life cycles 
of mold and applied it to the growth of mold in an HVAC 
system. In this article we used the word mold with the as-
sumption that the reader had an idea of what mold is.  
While most people would probably be able to identify 
mold if they saw it growing it helps to know what exactly 
you’re up against, which is why we are going to look into 
the secret lives of mold and expose our foe for the soggy 
scoundrel that he is.    

To begin it must be understood that all mold is 
fungi but not all fungi is mold. It is possible for fungi to 
grow as a single cell but mold by its very existence grows 
in the form of multicellular filaments, called hyphe. This 
mean that mold consist of more than one cell and have dif-
ferentiate cells that perform specialized functions in the 
organism. If you’re exploring around the home, mold is a 
fuzzy growth on moist organic matter by several types of 
fungi. Mildew is mold growing on fabric. While mold 
growing within an HVAC unit is a quick way to spread it 
around, it is not the only way. And, while some molds 
cause disease or food spoilage, others are useful for their 
role in biodegradation or in the production of various 
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BLAST INCORPORATED STARTED IN BUSINESS AS A HIGH PRESSURE 
WATER CLEANING CONTRACTOR ALMOST 18 YEARS AGO. WE BELIEVE THAT 

WE HAVE BECOME THE MOST EXPERIENCED CLEANING 
CONTRACTOR IN THE HOUSTON MARKET. IF “RESULTS” ARE WHAT YOU 

ARE LOOKING FOR, WE WOULD LIKE TO BE YOUR CONTRACTOR. 
 

WE HAVE SOME OF THE HIGHEST PAID AND EXPERIENCED 
WATERPROOFING MECHANICS IN THE BUSINESS. WE TAKE PRIDE IN 

OUR WORK, AND GET THE JOB DONE RIGHT THE FIRST TIME. 
 

GIVE US A CALL FOR YOUR NEXT CLEANING OR WATERPROOFING NEEDS. 
1-1-01 

 

�

WATERPROOFING   AUTOMATIC CONCRETE CLEANING 
CAULKING – COATINGS  HOT & COLD PRESURE WASHING 
EXPANSION JOINTS  WET SAND BLASTING 
LEAK INVESTIGATION  10,000 PSI WATER BLASTING 
MASONRY REPAIRS  EPOXY & CHEMICAL INJECTION 
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Pearlex Machine 
“Specializing in Pump Repair” 

 
* Lathe Work     * Re-metalizing 
 
* Cutting Key-Ways   * Shaft Straightening 
 
* Metal – Repair    * Welding 
 
* Custom Machine   * Dynamic Balancing 

 
* Mechanical Seal Repair  * Free Estimates 

 

 

Authorized Service Center 

ABB Submersible Pumps 
J.R. Morris/Owner                                                                        Bill Smith 

(713) 645-3750                      5938 Heffernan                             Outside Sales 

Fax: 643-7244                       Houston, Texas, 77087                  Pager: 759-2312  

 

 
1-1-01 

*Free Pickup & Delivery  
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Water Treating chemicals and services for 
Cooling towers, boilers, closed loops 

Hot water systems, fountains, etc. 
 

18 years experience in this area & $5,000,000 in liability insurance. 
Delivery to point of use and container pickup included. 

If you follow our program and it scales, we clean it for you, 
Plus many other special values. 

 
Analysis of Lube oil, Freon, Coolant, Diesel Fuel, Water, 

Scales, Deposits, etc. 
 

An independent, professional laboratory 
With 20+ years of experience and fast turn around. 

 

Custom Software for your computer to receive and manage your 
data, if needed. 

 

Gearboxes, Pumps, Engines, Compressors, Motors, etc. 
 

Preventive/Predictive Maintenance Services, Inc. 
1009 Louisiana Avenue    South Houston, Texas 77587 

Web Site WWW.ppmserv.com 
713-944-3680     Fax: 713-944-9881    E-mail: info@ppmserv.com 
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& 
Architectural 

Waterproofing 

& 
Restoration 

Leak Repair 

& 
Maintenance 

 
All Walton divisions are ready to provided you with quality 

workmanship – We offer competitive bids as well as other 
pricing arrangements – We are insured and bonded for your 

protection – Our services rang from residential repairs to 
multi-million dollar projects – Our friendly expert  staff is 

ready to serve. 
 

Call today to schedule an appointment with a qualified 
Walton representative to assist in investigating, identifying 

and resolving your water infiltration, maintenance or repair 
concerns. 

Tel: 713-674-9777 

 

sess all the DNA instructions needed to create new mold 
creatures, aerial eggs as it were. If they bump into dry walls 
they just rebound and go back to floating, but when they 
bump into wet walls they stick. Out of the broken open 
shell a single creature's body appears, then a groping arm 
grows from that body, a leathery hypha, albino and clear, 
and then from that hypha grows another, and another, and 
then many, many others more. These hyphae are used by 
molds to obtain nourishment.  For some species it is the 
sulfur grains in concrete that are sought, in others it's the 
metals in paint, or the glue in wallpaper, or even, for one 
especially abundant species, found at some time in almost 
every house in northern temperate climates, it will be the 
actual antibiotic poisons that the wood they land on pro-
duces which they slurp up and use as food. The hyphae ex-
crete enzymes that break down complex organic materials. 
All over your house these freshly appearing mold creatures 
will plug into the walls via their hyphae.  If enough mois-
ture is available for the mold to emerge from hibernation, 
they are very likely to start growing on your walls. Most of 
the mold spores you get were probably produced locally, 
and any especially damp building in the neighborhood will 
act as a fertile nursery. Other mold spores come from fur-

(Continued from page 1) ther away, and the British meteorological service's sam-
pling aircraft have detected them arriving in Britain across 
the sea from all sides, with buoyant flights across the North 
Sea from Denmark taking only two day or so with a fair 
wind. In the U.S. they can be blown from Texas to Minne-
sota within a week. The spores can last up to forty years 
before hatching.While not everyone is especially sensitive 
to the mold that seems to be all around us at all times, keep-
ing homes and businesses healthy should be a priority. Next 
month we will outline different ways to deal with the mold 
that is or wants to be living with you.  

Katie Long 
Power Vac America, Inc. 
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contacted.  For any of you who want to serve, contact any 
board member to volunteer. 
 
Presenters:  Our Vice-President, Tommy Wood, will be 
scheduling presentations for the meetings this year.   
I believe that Billy Sexton will be giving a 20-minute presen-
tation at Tuesday’s meeting. 
 
Also, Tuesday’s meeting will be the deadline for signing up 
for the Awards Banquet at the South Shore Harbour Resort 
and Conference Center.  For only a token payment, you 
and your significant other can enjoy a fine meal and an 
evening of music and dancing and ACOE fellowship.  For 
those who stay overnight, we will meet in the restaurant 
between 8 and 11 for breakfast. 
 
 
Be sure to check out Katy Long’s article in this issue. 
 
 
May we have a great and successful year! 
 

 
 2010 ACOE President 

Danny Allsup  
dallsup@hotmail.com 

713-228-8282 
281-898-4816 

(Continued from page 1) 
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E-mail: sales@infaredtechnology.biz  

Want to be the Editor? 
 
     If you would like to try your hand at being the Editor of 
the ACOE Times, contact any member of the Board by e-
mail, USPS, fax or in person. 
      Present a brief résuméé stating your qualifications and 
how you would improve the Publication.  
      Although maintaining the current degree of quality re-
quires that you must be willing to commit at least 8 hours 
of your time each month to the production of the newslet-
ter, this is one of the most gratifying tasks available in the 
ACOE.                                                                        -Editor 

The ACOE Times is published monthly by the 
Association of Chief Operating Engineers. 

Articles of interest to the membership are accepted,  and will be 
published, with credits, at the discretion of the Editor. 

Advertising rates: 
    Size   Month  Annual 
Full page    $40    $400 
1/2 page     $25    $250 
1/4 page     $15    $150 
Business Card    -----    $60 

Mail submissions, inquires or comments to: 
 ACOE Times, P.O. Box 53616, Houston, Texas 77052 

OR 
dallsup@hotmail.com 
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COOLING TOWER SERVICE, COMPLETE 
MACHINE SHOP CAPABILITIES, PUMP & 
MOTOR SERVICE, HEAT EXCHANGERS, 

TANKS & VALVES 

2010 Calendar of Events 
January  January 12: regular meeting, with ballot  
  counting and announcement of 2010 officers. 
February February 9: Regular meeting with installation 
  of 2010 officers. 
March  March 3: board meeting 
  March 9:  Regular meeting  
  March 27: ACOE Awards Banquet 
April   April 7: board meeting 
  April 13:  regular meeting 
May  May 5: board meeting 
  May 6: BOMA Trade Show 
  May 11:  regular meeting 
June  June 1: board meeting 
  June 8: regular meeting 
  June 18:  Engineer’s Appreciation day at  
  Minute Maid Park. 
July  July 7: board meeting 
  July 13: regular meeting 
August  August 3: board meeting 
  August 10: regular meeting 
September September 7: Board meeting 
  September 11: Golf Tournament (tentative) 
  September 14: regular meeting 
October  October 5: board meeting 
  October 12: regular meeting 
November November 2: board meeting 
  November 9: regular meeting 
December December 7: board meeting 
  December 14: Christmas meeting/elections 
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